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and develop the kind of technological thinking
our society needs in order to meet the chal-
lenges of the future.

The competition is just one great example of
a successful business-education partnership
that encourages students to pursue careers in
science. I have been supporting this outstand-
ing program since its launch in 1992. In addi-
tion, I will be serving as the honorary co-chair-
person of the 1996 ExploraVision Awards
weekend with Ms. Barbara Morgan, NASA’s
‘‘Teacher in Space’’ designee.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to announce that
the class from the Webb Schools of Clare-
mont, one of the finest schools in the inland
empire, has been selected as one of the 1996
12 finalist winner teams of the competition.
The distinguished members of the team are
Ewurama Ewusi-Mensah, William Marshall,
and Christopher Maffris. I would also like to
recognize their teacher, John Ball, and their
advisor, Harlow Johnson, who deserve much
of the credit for the success of the team.

I am very proud to recognize the achieve-
ments of the class from the Webb Schools
and other winners of this year’s competition
and to reaffirm my commitment to support the
Toshiba/NSTA ExploraVision Awards in 1997.
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Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend Fauziya Kasinga, a 19-
year-old woman from Togo, who was finally
awarded the freedom for which she came to
the United States. In a remarkable 11 to 1 de-
cision, the Board of Immigration Appeals, the
highest immigration court in the land, ruled in
favor of Fauziya last week. In so doing, the
Board established a precedent not only in
Fauziya’s case, but for future women who flee
their countries of origin to avoid being sub-
jected to female genital mutilation [FGM].

Although the Immigration and Naturalization
Service [INS] had established guidelines in
1995 which state that FGM constitutes a form
of political asylum, INS judges demonstrated
various interpretations of such guidelines. In
one occasion, a judge in Baltimore denied a
woman’s petition for political asylum, under
FGM, because the woman couldn’t change
her gender, but she could change her mind
with regards toward FGM practices.

Fauziya’s now-triumphant case was not any
less difficult. While in several INS detention fa-
cilities, Fauziya was shackled in chains, tear-
gassed and beaten, and forced to spend her
18th and 19th birthdays in prisons inter-
mingled with drug users and murderers. Thus,
the decision the 11 Board members took in
stating that FGM, an explicit violation of
human rights, is a basis for political asylum is
long overdue.

Mr. Speaker, as I loudly applaud Fauziya’s
courage, I also want to humbly thank her for
indisputably delivering a wake-up call to the
rest of the Nation and the world on the human
rights violation of FGM. Our immigration sys-
tem has finally ‘‘gotten it,’’ and women fleeing
FGM will not be told that their stories are not
credible again.
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Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the 1995–96 Eastern Conference
champions, the Florida Panthers. The Pan-
thers are a team of dedicated men who ac-
complished an athletic feat that many believed
impossible. Those in the know never thought
that a 3-year-old expansion team could defeat
the odds and make it to the Stanley Cup
Finals, but this special team did just that. The
Florida Panthers captured the hearts of thou-
sands of Florida fans, and their storybook sea-
son is one which will never be forgotten. The
precedent for excellence has been set; the
skeptics have been silenced.

After a grueling 80-game regular season
schedule, the Panthers traveled to the next
level; the National Hockey League playoffs.
The experts said the Boston Bruins, the Phila-
delphia Flyers, and the Pittsburgh Penguins
were all better teams, but the Panthers never
relinquished their pride; they hung tough and
piled up the wins. Finally, the Panthers lived a
hockey players’ greatest dream—a young up-
start team challenging the veteran squad of
the former Quebec Nordiques for Lord Stan-
ley’s Cup. Although the Florida rat pack
showed integrity and professional zeal, the Av-
alanche took the cup. The dream ended in an
all-out, no-holds-barred triple overtime game,
and the Panthers showed what it takes to
reach greatness.

Mr. Speaker, the Florida Panthers have ig-
nited the passions of our south Florida com-
munity. My congratulations to Marti and
Wayne Huizenga, and the Panther organiza-
tion for putting together a group of men com-
mitted to teamwork, winning, and community
spirit; to Coach Doug McLean and his coach-
ing staff for their dedicated work throughout
the year; to the rat crazy fans of the Florida
Panthers for their support and enthusiasm;
and finally to the Eastern Conference cham-
pions for a great season and many, many
memories.

Mr. Speaker, the Panthers are a team and
an organization that exemplifies hard work and
the importance of community, and I urge my
colleagues to join me in honoring true cham-
pions—the Florida Panthers.

Congratulations Panthers.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3540) making ap-
propriations for foreign operations, export fi-
nancing, and related programs for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1997, and for other
purposes:

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I rise today
in opposition to the foreign operations bill,
H.R. 3540. This bill contains a provision re-
garding Haiti which I, along with many mem-
bers of the Congressional Black Caucus, op-
pose.

The foreign operations bill contains a provi-
sion, known as the Dole amendment, which
prohibits Haiti from receiving any nonhumani-
tarian assistance from the United States un-
less the President certifies quarterly that de-
mocracy is secure in Haiti. Additionally the
provision points to the investigation of three
murders in Haiti and the status of their inves-
tigation.

It is unnecessary and unreasonable for the
United States to require this certification every
3 months. Democracy is blossoming in Haiti,
and we can point to the peaceful transfer of
power there last year as a sign that democ-
racy and democratic principles are spreading
in that nation. The elections there last summer
were peaceful and successful.

This year the committee has identified three
murders that they claim were political and sug-
gest this is a sign of a feeble government.
More than 4,000 murders which occurred dur-
ing the time when former President Aristide
was deposed are under current investigation,
along with the three in question. All crimes in
Haiti deserve equal scrutiny under the law—
not just the three murders identified by the
committee.

The United States should do all we can to
help solve these murders. But placing this un-
necessary burden on the Haitian Government
does not serve the United States or Haiti well
when the Haitian investigators are concentrat-
ing on solving these crimes. The United States
must continue to support the implementation
of Haiti’s economic revitalization so that we
can see democracy fully mature in that nation.
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Mr. FRAZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to salute
a long-term community activist in the Virgin Is-
lands, Mrs. Thyra A. Hodge-Smith, and mourn
her passing. Mrs. Hodge-Smith lived an active
life until her death on June 6, 1996, at age 90.

She had been a part of the Virgin Islands
community band for over 50 years and was an
active participant of ‘‘Carnival’’ until she be-
came ill. Mrs. Hodge-Smith believed that edu-
cation was important so therefore, late in life
she received her masters’ degree from the
University of the Virgin Islands.

A stalwart in the Republican Party, Mrs.
Hodge-Smith was one of the first females in
the Virgin Islands to generate change in her
party. Mrs. Hodge-Smith will also be remem-
bered for her numerous years of service in the
government and particularly for her work in the
Department of Health.

As a strong supporter of families, Mrs.
Hodge-Smith was always willing to do any-
thing to strengthen family ties. Her legacy will
live forever because of the many lives that she
influenced. She was an asset to the Virgin Is-
lands and will be missed by everyone who
knew her.
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